C - 


* 


Un 


— 
LY 


3 


2 


* 2 — 
* 2 


p 
— 
225 Mr. 
- 


Y 


N 


* 


. 0. S 
"I" a 


* v3. 
'T. 

* 
- 
* 


* 
„ 


| R 
- 


8 Reverend Mr. 


ENCH's 


% 


4 


KE 


A 
NDALL. 


+ 


* 


* 


” 
v2 ky 
— * — 
© % ". 
- 


$714 ne 


2 

3 
22 L 
* . x - 


2 2 5 1 3 Her 


ks pin what 4 


1 * 


A 
SERMON, "5 Y 
PREACHED AT THE ORDINATION 


<A « J 
* 


13 nn | 


| Reverend JAMES KENDALL, 


Over the Firſt Church and Congregation in PLYMOUTH, 
Janvany 1, 1800. . 


= 


By JONATHAN FRENCH, 4. u. 
ngen. 


— at the i of f Cuuncn and ConorzcoariON 
> PLYnouUTR., - 


. Printed by SanveL Hart, No. 33, Cornhill, Bos ron. 
1800. 


MATTHEW XVI. 18. 


UPON THIS ROCK WILL 1 BUILD MY CHURCH, 
AND THE GATES OF HELL SHALL NOT PREVAIL 
_ AGAINST IT, | 


* 
> 
? # , 


OON after the fatal apoſtacy of man, the kindneſs 

and the love of God in the gracious 

promiſe, that the ſeed of the woman ſhould bruiſe 
the ſerpent's head. God was pleaſed to appoint his 
| Son to be the Saviour of them who ſhould believe; 
and gave him to be hgad over all things unto the 
church. On the pillar and ground of his mercy and 
truth he founded his church, and erected his mediator- 
ial kingdom, in oppoſition to fin and all the powers of 
darkneſs. When the promiſed Meffiah came into the 
world, to prepare the way for his own ſufferings, to ful- 
fil the eternal purpoſes of the Father, and make atone- 
ment for fin, the enemies to God and religion, with 
rage and malice, roſe againſt him. The doctrines and 
miracles of Chriſt excited curiofity and inquiry among 
the people, who he was ; and they appeared to be much 
divided in their opinions concerning him. This gave 
occaſion for our Saviour to put this queſtion to his diſ- 
ciples : <« Whom do men fay that I am? They an- 
ſwered, Some ſay thou art John the Baptiſt ; ſome ſay 


\ 
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Having heard from them the opinſong. of others, he 
pointedly aſked their own : © But whom do ye fay 
that Lam ?” Peter, in the name of the reſt, replied, 
« Thou art Chriſt, the Son of the living God. Then 
_ faid Jeſus unto him, Bleſſed art thou, Simon Bar-jona : 
for fleſh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but 
my Father who is in heaven.” We are. told that faith 
cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God. 
means of grace faith is ordinarily to be expected. But 
it is not the leſs the gift of God on that account. We 
never arrive to the ſaving knowledge of Chriſt without 
the influences of grace from heaven. To them gave 
he power to become the ſons of God, who believe on 
his name; who were born not of blood, nor of the 
will of the fleſh, nor of the will of man, but of God.“ 
Goſpel falvation is not derived from human reaſon and 
philoſophy, but from God. Na man cometh to Chriſt 
except the Father, through the influences of his word, 
ſpirit, and grace ſhall draw him. Fleſh and blood 
hath, not revealed it unto thee, but my Father who is in 
heaven.” Figuratively alluding to Peter's name, which 
ſignifies a rock, Chriſt ſaid unto him, Upon this rock 
will I build my church, and the gates of hell ſhall not. 
prevail againſt it.” With reſpe& to the meaning of theſe 
words, there are ſeveral opinions. But I think with 
thoſe, who, ſuppoſe by this rack was intended the truth 
contained in Peter's anſwer, * Thou art Chriſt, the Son 
of the living God. Upon this truth, as upon the rock 
of eternal ages, the chriſtian church, and the whole, 
chriſtian ſcheme, are founded. Upon this, rock God, 
will build bis church and eſtabliſh chriſtianity, . 


T K-13 
all the force of men and devils united hall be able c 
prevail againſt j. 

— — 
1. The church of God always has had, and it may de 
expected always will have, numerous and powerful en- 
of ſaints throughout the world. The firſt chriſtian 
church in Jeruſalem was called the whole church, who 
all aſſembled in one place. But as they increaſed, and 


into ſmaller ſocieties, ſtill retaining the name of Church. 
Thus the church at Antioch, where the diſciples were 


firſt called Chriſtians, the churches of Epheſus and 


Judea, Corinth, and the feven churches of Aſia, and 
numerous others, were all parts of the fame body, of 


of the Lord, che church he hath purchaſed' with-his- 


< The church ſcattered throughout the whole world: 


« The church of God under the whole heaven.” - The 


church univerſal, in whatever age or part of the world, 
has ever had its enemies. Satan, the enemy of all 
good, has ſet up a kingdom in the world, in oppoſition 
to the kingdom of Chriſt; and ruling in the hearts of 
employed them as his agents and emiſſaries, if poſſible, 
to overthrow the mediatorial ſcheme of ſalvation, and 
the whole human race. The prevalence of vice and 
infidelity, and the wickedneſs of man in the antidelu- 
vian age, when the imagination of the thoughts of his 


heart was only evil continually, was an evidence of 


* 


1 4 9 
the exertions of the enemies af God agsinſt· his church 
The numerous wars oarried on by inſilel and heathen 
nations againſt the Iſrael af God, the memorable-bond- 


age of the church in Egypt, the captivity in Babylon, 
. the ſhying af the prophets, and ſtoning them that were 
by ſcourging, bonds, and impriſonmenta ; when ſome 
were fawn! aſunder, ſome were flain with the ford, and 


.the-.exertions und eruolties of the adverſaries of the 
church againſt: her, from the Good to the birth of the 
Meſtah. When he came into the world, the heathen 
aged, and the people imagined vain things. The kings 
of the earth ſet themſelves, and rulers took counſet tos 
gether againſt the Lord, and againſt his -amointed ; and 
flew the Prince of life, whom God hath made doth 
Lord and Chriſt. The maſfarte of the children 40 
Bethlehem, to deſtroy the child Jeſus, his crucifixion, 
were wrapped in ſkins of deaſts, and devoured by dogs; 


were ſet on fire; and whole: droves were: tied together 


theſe - horrid events ferve' to: ſhow how numerous and 
inveterate the enemies o the church were: Through 
every fuceseding period to this day, che enemies of the 
church, either more openly or fecretly, have attempted 
to deſtroy chriſtinnity; and have even wiſhed to craic. 


the name of Chriſtian from the face of the earth Nox: 


they call themſelves, have: riſen up, and attempted, and 
MI 2 are 


EF @ Þ 


are ſtill endeavouring, with every artifice, not only to 
ſuppreſs chriſtianity, but to eraſe the very idea of the 
exiſtence of God. In a word, ſo numerous have been 
the enemies of the church, that if all their exertions to 
deſtroy her were written, we might ſay, in the hyper- 
bole of the evangeliſt, + The world itſelf would not 
contain the books.“ 

Antichriſt, or the man of ſin, . by learned and ju · 
dicious writers, is conſidered as one and the ſame, has 
reared his monſtrous head, and will wage war againſt the 
true church till the glorious millennium ſhall commence, 
During the reign of antichriſt, the enemies of God 
and religion will make numerous, though unavailing 
exertions to deſtroy the Redeemer's kingdom. The 
laſt enemies of the church, predicted in prophecy un- 
der the figurative titles of Gog and Magog, with un- 
numbered legions, will come as from the four winds of 
the earth, and make war upon the faints, but ſhall not 
ſucceed. For, as in the words of a learned writer,“ 
They ſhall not be able to hurt the church and city 
of God; + but ſhall be deſtroyed in an extraordinary 
manner, by fire from heaven : and the devil himſelf, the 
promoter and leader of this new apoſtaſy and rebellion 
againſt God and Chriſt, ſhall- not only be confined, as 
before, but ſhall be ca/t into the lake of fire and brim- 
ſtone, where he ſhall be puniſhed, together with the 
beaſt and the falſe prophet, who were caſt in before him, 
and ſhall be tormented, day and night, forever and 
ever.” 

We may obſerve, 2dly, That however numerous or 
powerful the enemies of the church may be, ſhe will 
proſper, increaſe, and be eſtabliſhed forever : and no 

9. r Newion on the propliecies. power 
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power of earth or hell ſhall be able to prevent it. The 
power, promiſes, and providence of God are all en- 
gaged for her ; therefore ſhe cannot be deſtroyed. In 
all her diſtreſſes, the arm of the Lord hath held her 
up. He delivered the church from bondage, ſlew the 
firſt-born in Egypt, and drowned the purſuers of Iſrael 
in the red ſea, When the Aſſyrians, with a mighty 
army, in the days of Hezekiah, threatened the total de- 
ſtruction of the church, the Lord ſent his deſtroying 
angel, and flew an hundred and eighty- five thouſand of 
the Aſſyrians in one night. But time would fail to 
mention the inſtances of the providential deliverances of 
God's ancient church. The language of her divine 
Protector was, I will whet my glittering ſword, mine hand 
tate hold on judgment; and I will render vengeance to 
mine adverſaries ; and be merciful to my people. 

When the Roman powers plied their forces againſt 
the chriſtian church for three hundred years, under all 
her oppreſſions and perſecutions ſhe increaſed. © She 

was enlivened by fire; born again of the aſhes; and 
grew, though in irons. For one ſlaughtered chriſtian 
were produced a thouſand.” So that it became a pro- 
verb, The blood of the martyrs it the ſeed of the church.“ 
God's care for his church will always continue; and 
through all the changes of time, the riſe and fall of 
empires, ſhe will ſteadfaſtly remain forever. The church 
is built upon a ſure foundation, Chriſt himſelf being the 
chief corner ftone. The Lord hath eſtabliſhed Zion, 
and ſhe never ſhall be moved. 

Let us then, in the third place, inquire, by what 
means Chriſt effects his glorious, divine purpoſes, in 
building up, and eſtabliſhing his church. Theſe great 


deſigns are effected by the miniſtry of the word, and 
| - inſtituted 
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inſtituted means of grace, through the operations of the 
divine ſpirit. To this end, among the laſt things done 
by our Saviour before his afcenſion, was his 'appointing 
and commiſſioning an order of men, as his miniſters, 
to propagate: his religion; and, as ſervants of the moſt 
high God, to ſhow' unto men the way of ſalvation. 
* Go,” faid he, and teach all nations, baptizing them 
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghoſt ; teaching them to obſerve all things what. 
ſoever I have commanded you: and lo, I am with you 
alway, even unto the end of the world.” Soon after 
our Saviour's aſcenſion, we find the apoſtles engaged 
in electing one, to ſupply the place of Judas, who had 
forfeited his miniſtry, by betraying his Lord and Maſter. 
Others alſo were conſecrated, and commiſſioned to ſet 
in order the things that were wanting, and to ordain 
Elders in every city. When Chriſt aſcended up on 
high, he led captivity captive, and gave gifts unto men ; 
he gave to ſome apoſtles, ſome prophets, ſome evan- 
geliſts, and ſome paſtors and teachers; for the perfect- 
ing the ſaints, for the work of the miniſtry, for the edi- 
fying of the body of Chriſt,” which is the church 
Theſe alſo were to ordain others. But the importance 
of the work required great caution. They were there- 
fore commanded to lay hands ſuddenly on no man ; but 
to commit theſe things to faithful men, who ſhould be 
able to teach others alſo ; and ſo on, to the end of the 
world; In the bible, which contains the words of eter- 
nal life, Chriſt hath revealed every eſſential doQtrine 
and ſhown us what we are to believe and: practiſe, that 
through his grace we may be entitled: to ſalvation, The 
bible is the commiſſion and directory of every goſpel 


miniſter, Call no man father on earth, for one is your 
maſter, 


| 12 } 
maſter, even Chriſt. The-bible deſcribes the qualifica- 
tions and duties of a goſpel miniſter toward his peoples 
It requires him to be a good man; and as a good ſtew- 
ard, to be found faithful; to preach the word; to feed 
the floek of God with the fincere milk of the word 3 
and to watch for ſouls, as one who muſt give an ac- 
count. He is to teach them the way of ſalvation, and 
to feed them with ſound doctrine. He is to declare the 
whole eouiiſel ef God, and io keep nothing back that 
may be for the profit of his hearers; but to feed them 
with knowledge and underſtanding. He is to ſtudy the 
ſhered ſcriptures; and give himſelf wholly to the work 
of the miniſtry ; and to ſhow himſelf an approved 
workman, who needeth not to be aſhamed, rightly di- 
viding the word of truth ; 'and to take heed to himſelf, 


and to his miniſtry, that through the grace and mercy 


of God, he may both ſave himſelf, and them who hear 


The bible alſo points out the duty of people toward 
their paſtots. They ought to know and eſteem them 
in love and affection; and to hold them in reputation 
and honor, for the ſake of their office and work; to be 
tender af cheir characters; to remember them in their 
prayers; to give every poſſible aid and encouragement 
to the miniſtry, in building up the Redeemer's king- 
dom. The bible alſo ſhows us how chriſtian brethren 
onght to conduct toward one another. It teaches them 
fo exerciſe bowels of love and compaſſion toward their 
fellow-chriſtians ; to be of one heart, of one ſoul, hav- 
ing the ſame love, being of one accord; to keep the 
unity of the ſpirit in the bond of peace; and to live in 
peace, that the God of love and peace may be with 
JETTA 40) fify ; f 19 ther. 


. 
them. Behold, frow good und pleatant ii, for broth 


ren thus to dwell together in unity! 

Thus the bible, the bleſſed book of God, is — tand. 
ard of our faith and practice; it is the great, the divine 
directory for the prieſthood and for the people. It 
ſhows how goſpel miniſters ought to be qualified, and 
how they ſhould preach and practiſe, and rule and be- 
have themſelves in the houſe of God, which is the 
church of the living God. The bible points out the 
reciprocal duties of paſtors and people. We beſeech 
you, brethren,” ſaid the apoſtle Paul, * to know them 
who labor among you, and are over you in the Lord, 
and admoniſh you; and eſteem them very highly in 
love for their work's ſake. And be at peace among 
yourſelves.” 
Thus, through the miniſtry of the word, and the in- 
ſtituted means of grace, the God of glory will build up 
Zion, and eſtabliſh her forever. 

Hence we learn, that notwithſtanding many parts 
of the church may be perſecuted and driven into cory 
ners; and ſome of them, like the once flouriſhing 
churches of Aſia, may be ſupprefled, and totally de- 
ſtroyed ; yet the church univerſal is fixed; God will 
make her walls ſalvation, and her gates 2 Mount 
Zion cannot be removed, but will abide forever; and 
will finally come off more than conqueror, through 
him who loved her, and gave himſelf for her. 
What infinite folly is it, then, for men or devils, by 
force or artifice, to attempt the deſtruction of the 
church ? For however numerous the devices of her en- 
emies may be againſt her, the counſel of the Lord, that 
ſhall ſtand. It is written in the word. of eternal truth, 


& upon this rock will I build "ny church, and the gates — 
he 


©. 
hell ſhall not prevail againſt it. And heaven and earth 
ſhall ſooner paſs away than one tittle of that word ſhall 
fall** 
Waving all further inferences and reflections from the 
ſubjett, a few addreſſes will cloſe. 


Mliy firſt notice is due to my young em 
to be ſolemnly conſecrated to the work of the * 
b eee eee 


Dear Sir, 
Tou are called into the work of the * at a pe- 
riod when vice and infidelity abound ; and the enemies 
of God are numerous, artful, and buſy in their endeavors 
to overturn chriſtianity, and ſpread deiſm and atheiſm 
over the world. I truſt you come therefore to the 
work in the ſtrength of the Lord Jeſus, and in the power 
of his might, and will ſet your face as a flint, and be 
valiant for the truth, As a good ſoldier of Jefus Chriſt, 
having on the whole armour of' God, the ſhield of 
Faith, and the breaſt-plate of righteouſneſs, taking the 
helmet of ſalvation, and the ſword of the ſpirit, which 
is the word of God; you will combat vice and infidelity 
in every form ; and endeavor to enlighten, comfort, 
and edify the faints ; and agreeably to the nature of 
your office, exert your every endeavor to build up and 
increaſe the Redeemer's kingdom. You are called 
from an important employment in governing and in- 
ſtructing youth, “ to take the overſight of this large, re- 
ſpeQable, and well-informed ſociety. You are to fol- 
low a ſucceſſion of ſerious chriſtian divines on the 
groundewhere our forefathers firſt worſhipped in this 
country. Agreeing with them, as I conceive you do, 
As a tutor in the Univerſity at Cambridge. 1 


MS, 

in evgry y doftrine efſential to ſalvation, I am confident 

you will endeavor to build upon the ſame foundation of 
= apoſtles and prophets, Chriſt himſelf being the chief 
corner-· ſtone. As Chriſt, our Lord and Maſter, makes 
uſe of the miniſtry, to effect his glorious divine purpoſes 
.in building up and eſtabliſhing his church ; in the whole 
courſe of your miniſtry, it will be your care, dear Sir, 
to keep this great object in view. Under an impreſſive 
ſenſe of this, you will, with great ſeriouſneſs and fidelity, 
purſue the buſineſs of your high and holy calling. You 
will preach the word, and hold up to the view of your 
hearers, the important doctrines and duties of our holy 
religion, drawn not from the fancies and opinions of 
men, but from the holy Scriptures. Though the time 
ſhould come, when many will not endure ſound doctrine, 
yet, from a long and intimate acquaintance with you, I 
truſt that you, my brother, whether men will hear or 
forbear, will endeavour faithfully to do the work of an 
evangeliſt, and make full proof of your miniſtry. - You 
will not indeed ſtrive about words, which profit not, and 
which ſerve only to ſubvert your hearers; but will en- 
deavor to ſpeak the things that become ſound doctrine, 
us a workman who needeth not to be aſhamed, rightly 
dividing the word of truth, giving to every one a portion 
in due ſeaſon. Vou will endeavor to hold faſt the faith- 
ful word, that by ſound doctrine you may be able both 
to exhort and to convince gainſayers. In all your in- 
ſtructions, you will endeavor to ſhun profane and vain 
babblings, i. e. thoſe idle ſpeculations and empty ha- 
rangues, which ſerve only to promote the cauſe of irre- 
ligion, which is the general effect of fogliſh and vain 
diſputations. They are not adapted either to inform 


ne ied; ore the hes A captious, diſputatious 
diſpoſition, 
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diſpoſition, and a delight in vain philoſophy, ma | 
tions of ſcience falſely fo called, generally reſult from 
pride of heart, and great ſelf-conceit. Inſtead of ſerv- 


ing the cauſe of religion, they do but engender ſtrife, 
and increaſe to more ungodlineſs. An enlarged and 
juſt view of the great deſign of the miniſtry, will be an 
incentive, my brother, not only to ſtudy and preach the 
doctrines, but alſo to teach and inculcate the great prac- 
tical duties of our holy religion. While you make 
Chriſt, the Son of the living God, and him crucified, the 
foundation of all your preaching, and ſhow that all our 
falvation is of grace, you will alſo inſiſt upon the neceſſi- 
ty of holineſs, without which no man can ſee the Lord. 
It would be dangerous, indeed, to lead people to reſt up- 
on their own works for ſalvation: but it would be equal - 
ly dangerous to place the eſſenee of religion in the mere 
belief of any doctrine whatever. If we look through 
the whole bible, and attend to the teachings of Chriſt 
and his apoſtles, we ſhall find them preaching the neceſ- 
fity of faith for pardon and juſtification ; and at the 
fame time urging, with unremitting aſſiduity, the neceſ- 
ſity of obedience. Thus fays the apoſtle Paul, “ By 
grace are ye ſaved through faith: and that not of yours 
ſelves, it is the gift of God; not of works, leſt any 


man ſhould boaſt,” And in the next verſe adds, « For 


we are his workmanthip, created anew in Chrift Jeſus 
unto good works, which God hath before ordained, 
that we ſhould walk in them.“ In his ſolemn charge 
to Titus, he infiſts upon theſe doctrines. Aſter that 
the kindneſs and love of God appeared,” faid he, not 
by works of righteouſneſs that we had done, but accords 
ing to his mercy, he ſuued us by the waſhing of regene» 


| . 


8. 4 juſtified 
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juſtified by grace, we ſhould be made heirs according 
to the hope of eternal life: It immediately follows, 
« This is a faithful ſaying, and theſe things I will that 
thou affirm conſtantly, that they who have believed in 
God ſhould be careful to maintain good works.” , 
[CS rs ware ee gt 
truth, looking conſtantly. to Chriſt for aſſiſtance, you 
wikkaccept my warmeſt congratulations-on the pleaſing 
proſpects before you; and to wiſh you a long and proſ- 
perous miniſtry, and good ſucceſs in the goſpel of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Thus ſpending your days in build- 
ing up, and increaſing the kingdom of Chriſt here, 
may you hereafter. ſhine as the brightneſs of the firma · 
ment, and as a ſtar of the firſt magnitude. forever. | 
My next reſpects are due to the Church and People 
OE 


Brethren and Friends, 

"The place and the occaſion naturally bring to our 
recollection ſome. of the extraordinary events, which at- 
tended the founding and building up the church of 
God. in this land. To eſcape perſecution for religion, 
and that deluge of ignorance and ſupenſtition, vice and 
infidelity, which threatened to overwhelm their native 
country, our forefathers, like Noah and his family, were 
driven into the ark. A. hundred and ſeventy- nine years 
and a few days have elapſed. ſince that ark, containing 
the. little. perſecuted flock, ſupported under numerous 
ſufferings, and protected againſt oppoſing elements, by 
that God, who will ever protect his church, reſted at 
this place; and landed them on yon rock, which thus 
e the Wa to * N Jew- England rde 
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and, on that account, will be rendered venerable to fu- 
ture generations. 

In this then inhoſpitable land, 3 with ſav- 
age enemies, they erected the worſhip of God, and kept 
the Chriſtian Sabbath. Though attacked by ſickneſs, 
threatened with famine, and menaced by fierce and cruel 
tribes of idolatrous heathen, divine providence ſeemed 
to whiſper to them, in the ſoothing language of the all- 
compaſſionate Saviour, Fear not, little flock ; for it is the 
Father's good pleaſure to give you the kingdom. On this 
rock will I build my church, and the gates of hell ſhall not 
prevail again/t it, The promiſe has been thus far ful- 
filled. With pious gratitude, you may now ſay, hither- 
to the Lord hath helped us. The little ſhoot, firſt 
planted here, hath grown into a great tree, that hath 
ſent forth its branches far and wide. Upwards of 
four hundred congregational churches, beſides thoſe 
of other denominations, my be now numbered in this 
ſtate only. 

How many divines, ay, politicians, ſtateſ- 
men, warriors, and reſpectable citizens, can trace their 
deſcent from the firſt ſettlers in this place? From one,“ 
who arrived in the firſt veſſel in December, 1620, de- 
ſcended the great, the wiſe, the good, the renowned Dr. 
JOHN ADAMS, Preſident of the United States ; whoſe 
invaluable life and illuſtrious abilities may God long 
preſerve. He ever reſpected the zeal and piety of his 
forefathers ; and is himſelf not aſhamed of the goſpel 
of Chriſt. How are theſe words of ancient prophecy 

| verified ; 

Mr. Jonn Aran. A daughter of Mr. Alden married a 
Mr. Baſs, Elder of the firſt church in Braintree, now Quincy; 2 


daughter of Mr. Baſs married a reſpectable Mr. — who 
was grandfather of the Preſident. 


| WM. 
verified; © The defart ſhall rejoice and bloſſom as the 
roſe ; and the wilderneſs become a fruitful field.” 

The trees of the foreſt once waved their boughs over 
the ſpot, where this temple of the Lord now ſtands, 
concealing, perhaps, the hut of the ſavage, or the den 
of ferocious beaſts. But, bleſſed be God, inſtead of 
the terrific howlings of beaſts of prey, the war-whoop, 
and the death-ſong ; fearleſs of the terror by night, or 
the arrow by day, without any to moleſt or make 
afraid, you and your children may here undiſturbedly 
aſſemble to pray and praiſe, to hear the word of God, 
and enjoy his bleſſed ordinances. 


But few inſtances are perhaps known, in which a 

people have been more highly favoured in the enjoy- 
ment of the miniſtry and ordinances of the goſpel, than 
this ancient firſt church in New-England. May theſe 
bleſſings be continued till time ſhall be no more.— 
When your pious paſtors, who were not ſuffered to 
continue always by reaſon of death, have been taken 
from you, the Lord, the God of the fpirits of all fleſh, 
hath raiſed up others, and ſet them over the congrega- 
tion, to go in and out before you, to diſpenſe the word 
of truth, and break to you the bread of life.* 
While 

* The following note, giving ſome aecount of public teachers 
in Plymouth, was abſtracted from an appendix to a ſermon, 
preached at the ordination of the late Dr. Robbins ; written by 
John Cotton, Eſquire, 1760. 

When the church came over in 1620, their paſtor, the Rev. 
John Robinſon, tarried in Holland, where he died, March 1, 
1624-5, aged about 50. 

. Mr. William Brewſter, elder of the church, officiated as teacher 
occaſionally till his death. He died April 16, 1644, aged about 80. 

Mr. Lyford preached with them a while, and was rejected, 

March, 1623-4, Mr. 


SW 
While we ſympathize with you under the bereave- 


ment 'of 'your late pious -and beloved paſtor, whoſe 
name will be long dear to you, we give you the joy of 
this day in the Lord, commencing a new year, which 
brings to you another Paſtor, as we truſt, after God's 


own heart, to ſtand in the gap, and to make up the 


hedge. May he come to you in the fulneſs of the bleſ- 


ſings of the goſpel of peace ; and may you receive him 
— 


Mr. Rogers ſucceeded him in 1628, but became diſordered i in 
mind, and was ſent back to England the next year. 4 
Mr. Ralph Smith was net choſen their paſtor, continued with 


them 5 or 6 years, and in 1635 reſigned. 


After him, they choſe Mr. John 1 


He continued among them about 18 | years, then reſigned, and 


left Plymouth in November, 1654 ; and afterwards ſettled in 
Dover, where he died in April, 1669. Nr. Chattes Chaunty 
was choſen colleague wich Mr. Reyner. He officiated with them 
about 3 years, ee e eee 


preſident of the college. 


4 ames Williams was their next miniſter. 

illiam Brimfmead ucceeded him; but neither of them 
— long. 
Mr. John Cotton was ordained Jine 30, 1669, reſigned his 
office October 5, 1697, removed to Squth-Carolina, Nov. 16g8, 
and died Sept. 18, 1699, aged about 60. 
+ Mr. Ephraim Little was ordained Oct. 4, 1699, and died Nov. 
14, 1723, in the 24th year of his miniſtry, and-48th of his age; 
and was the firſt miniſter buried in Plymouth aſter the ſettlement 
of the-place, which was 103 years. 

Mr. Nathaniel Leonard ſucceeded him. He was ordained 
July 29, 1724, and on account of bodily infirmities reſigned in 
the year 1755, 

The late Dr. Chandler Robbins ſucceeded kim, and was or- 
dained January 30, 1760, and died June 30, 1999. aged nearly 61. 

Their preſent paſtor, Mr. James Kendall, was "ordained Jan- 
nary e 1600, "whoſe Uſe, health, abs ust, aer God long 
preſerve. 


AM. 

as a rich gift of Chriſt, From an intimate acquaintance 
with him, I am fatisfied you will find him a man found 
in the faith, with a heart engaged in the great work of 
the miniſtry, to feed the ſheep and the lambs of the 
flock ; and to watch for fouls as one, who muſt give 
an account, Permit me, with unfeigned reſpect, to wiſh 
him and you many happy years together in this world, 
and crowns of glory, honor, and happineſs in the 
world to come. 

Under your late bereavement, how did you, and the 
friends of Zion around youptremble for the ark of God 
in this, place} With what religious joy and gratitude 
ſhould the hand of God be acknowledged, that has 
conducted you, with ſo much unanimity and peace, to 
ſo ſpeedy and happy a reſettlement of the goſpel min- 
iſtry among you, If, as ſome ſuppoſe, departed ſpirits 
are converſant with the affairs of this world, with what 
joy mult the bleſſed ſpirits of your forefathers, of your 
departed miniſters, parents and friends of later date, 
with all the ſaints and angels above, look down upon 
you, giving praiſe to the glorious Head of the Church, 
that they are permitted to be witneſſes of the tranſac- 
tions of this day; that you are not ſcattered upon the 
mountains, as ſheep having no ſhepherd ; but, after ſo 
ſhort an interval, with ſo much peace, harmony, and 
love, are engaged in continuing the miniſtry, and the 
worſhip of the God of your fathers. For this event, 
they are perhaps now tuning their heavenly harps, ſtrik- 
ing their golden lyres; and, with fervor and extacy of 
devotion, making the heavenly arches reſound with 
praiſe to Him, who ſitteth on the throne, and to the 
Lamb, forever and ever. | 

A few words to this reſpectable audience will cloſe, 

Brethren, 


— — - 
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Brethren, Friends, and Fellow-Citizens, | 

Permit me affectionately to congratulate you, that we 
have lived to another anniverſary of the landing of our 
forefathers, and to ſee this firſt day of a new year. 
While wars, the moſt dreadful and diſtreſſing, have 
raged ſo extenſively among other nations, and thouſands 
and thouſands of our fellow-mortals have gone down. to 
the ſhades of death, we are yet among the living to 
praiſe God, who hath permitted us, in peace and tran- 
quillity, to be witneſſes of the ſolemn, joyful tranſac- 
tions of this day. But ſorrow hath mingled with our 
joy! The paſt year has cloſed upon us a gloom |! 
Our beloved WASHINGTON is no more! WASH. 
INGTON, the great, the brave, the wiſe, the prudent, 
the friend to liberty, to his country, to religion, to man- 
kind, is gone! How are the mighty fallen, and weapons 
of war periſhed | Help, Lord, for the godly man ceaſeth ! 
May his memory remain engraven upon the heart of 
every good American, as with the pen of iron and the 
point of a diamond. But though we mourn, it is not 
without conſolation. Having ſacrificed his private intereſt 
and eaſe, and gone through numerous dangers and un- 
paralleled exertions to ſave his country from former op- 
preſſion, he has not cloſed his eyes in ſorrow, to ſee his 


beloved America ſubje& to any intriguing, tyrannical, 
rapacious power; but has gone down to his grave in 


peace! And dying, has left his country free, with many 


great and good men, both in the cabinet, and in the 
field, with the illuſtrious ADAMS at their head. Let 
us humbly put- our truſt, not in any arm of fleſh, but 
in the Lord of hoſts, with whom is everlaſting ſtrength, 
Let us give praiſe to the great Captain of our ſalvation, 
who once died, and dying, hath conquered the one 


r = 


of death and the grave; hath riſen again from the dead, 
and lives forever, and with whom all the bleſſed ſhall 
hereafter live. Through him, this corruptible will 
put on incorruption, this mortal put on immortality, 
and death be ſwallowed up in victory ! 

While, on this ſolemn and joyful occafion, we are 
aſſembled on the ſpot, where the church of Chriſt was 
firſt planted in this country; while we conſider the 
bold and enterpriſing adventures of our pious forefathers, 
who firſt landed here, and the greatneſs of their ſuffer - 
ings, that they might worſhip God according. to the 
diQtates of his word, and their own confciences ; our 
minds are {truck with awe and veneration for their 
memories ; for that religion, that ſupported and com- 
forted them ; and for that providence, that guided and 
protected them i in all their ways. | 

If the church founded upon the rock of eternal ages, 
and fixed upon that immoveable baſis, will increaſe, 
and finally triumph over all her enemies; let us then; 
of whatever claſs or denomination, ever reſpect chriſ- 
tianity, the miniſtry, the word and ordinances, and all 
the inſtitutions of the goſpel. Let us ever exert our- 
ſelves in the ſupport of the religion of Jeſus ; and ef- 
teem it our. higheſt honor and happineſs to be of the 
number of Zion's friends. Then, when all her enemies 
ſhall be confounded, and clothed with eternal ſhame, 
we ſhall come to the general aſſembly, the church of 
the firſt-born, who are written in heaven ; and with an 
innumerable company of angels and holy ſpirits, the re- 
deemed of the Lord, there join in aſcribing glory, and 
honour, and praiſe, to the Father, to the Son, and to 
the Holy Ghoſt, world without end. 


AMEN. 


Tux CHARG E, 


GIVEN. BY | 
Tux Rev. JOHN HOWLAND. 

FT ancient apoſtalic practice, at the ordination of 
a goſpel miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt, was by prayer, 
and the laying on of hands. In conformity to that ex- 
ample, and the practice of the congregational churches, 
we are now aſſembled; in this houſe, to ordain. a. Paſtor 
over the Firſt. Church of Chriſt in Plymouth; the old- 
ef chuzch, I fuppoſe, in America; a church that has 
walked in the faith and purity. of the goſpel, and kept 
her firſt. love : a church that has been favoured with 
able, learned, and pious miniſters z have lately been. de- 

prived of one, who was a burning and fhining light. 
God, who is the repairer of | breaches, and with 
whom is the reſidue of the. ſpirit, we truſt, will ſupply 

this church with a man after his own. heart. 

I having pleaſed a holy Gad, in kind providence, to 
unite the minds of this chureh and congregation upon 
one to be their paſtor, whom, we ſuppoſe, is qualified 
for the great work of the goſpel miniſtry ; and God, 
- who hath the hearts of all in his hands, hath inclined 
the mind of Mr. Jauzs KENDALL to accept of their 
invitation ; we, the miniſters of Chriſt, by virtue of 
the authority derived to us from the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
the great Head of the church, ordain you a miniſter f 
Chriſt in general ; committing to you miniſterial. power 
and authority, whereſoever. God, in his. providence, ſhall 
give. you an opportunity to. exerciſe. the. ſame. ; and 4 
paſtor over the. Firſt Church. of Chrift in Plymouth, 
in particular. | : | 
We charge you ta take heed to yourſelf, to your be- 
havior and conduct, (for many eyes are upon you), that 


you be blameleſs, vigilant, ſober, of good behavior; 
given 


ad 
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riven to hoſpitality ; apt $6 teach; not given to vine; 
no ſtriker; no brawlen ; not greedy of filthy lucre ; 
not covetous. But in all things ſhew thyſelf a pattern 
of good works, in word, in converſation, in faith, and 
in charity. Give attendance to reading, meditation, and 
prayer. Study to approve yourſelf to God a workman 
that needeth not be aſhamed, rightly dividing the word 
of truth; giving to every one their portion in due ſeaſon, 
We chatge you to take heed to your doctrine, that it 
Bn free from error, grave, fincere ; 
not teaching for doQrine the commandments of men, 
but the truth, as It is in Jeſus ; the pure word of God, 
which maketh wiſe: to falyation, through faith in Chriſt, 
which is able to fave your own ſoul, and thoſe of your 
charge. Feed Chriſt's ſheep, and feed his lambs. - 
We charge you, in the name of our Lord Jeſus 
Chrid, that yu e word; be inſtant in feaſon 
and out of ſeaſon; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with much 
patience, and with all authority. Let no man deſpiſe thee. - 
We charge you to adminiſter the ſacraments of the 
New-Teſtawent ; baptiſm to believers and their infant 
ſeed ; the Lord's-ſupper” to perſons profeſſing faith in 
Chriſt, who are capable of examining themletves, * 
lar in life and converſation. © 
We charge you to aduviniſter the diſcipline of Chriſt's” 
church to offenders, that they may be brought to re- 
pentanee, recovered" from che ſin into which they may 
hive m ein e bull over God's betitige': we 
nothing by partial. 2 tha 
Finally; you are to bleſs, inthe. et i L 
Now, dear fir, if you keep this charge, we declare 
unto you, that the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the great Head 
of the Elurch,-will give you a crows of glory that fa- 
deth not away. AMEN. | 
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ſiee, is an ancient and facred tite. We ground it on 
apoſtolic example. When James, Cephas, and John 
r Paul and Barna- 
- bas, they gave unto them the Right Hand of Fellowſhip. 
This rite, though not univerſally adopted by proteſtant 
Congregational churches in New. England, from their 
_ earlieſt plantation in it; to the preſent day. And as it is 
—. fo it ian uſeful and/ fignificant rite. | 
The miniſters of our bleſſed Redeemer are embarked 

in the ſame glorious cauſe. ' They are profefſedly the 
ſervants of the fame God; inveſted with the fame office; 
preachers of the ſame goſpel, and fellow-labourers in 
teaching and reforming men, of promoting the intereſts 
of piety and righteouſneſs, and of building up the Re- 
deemer's kingdom in the world, is arduous and diffi- - 
cat ; and who is ſufficient for theſe things? It is there- 
fore greatly to be deſired, that, like a city compact to- 
gether, they may be cemented in the bonds of chriſtian 
love, unity, and affection; and may jointly” harmo- 
nize in their endexvors to promote the ſalvation of 
precious 
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and immortal ſouls. And this, the Right 
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= Agreeably, by appointment of the Eccleſiaſtical Coun- 
I. cil convened upon this ſolemn and joyful occaſion, and 
in the name of my brethren. in the miniſtry, I do now, 
Reverend and dear Sir, give unto you the Right Hand 
of Fellowſhip ; hereby teſtifying; that being ſatisfied with 
, your regular call and qualifications to take part with us 
in the miniſtry, we bid you a cordial welcome into the 
vineyard of our Lord; and that we hall endeavor to 


1 eſteem and honor you as a miniſter of the Prince of 


de a comfort to us, an honor to the miniſtry, and a 


Peace, regularly ordained ; a fellow-laborer with us in 
the work of the Lord, and our brother and companion 
in the kingdom and patience of Jeſus. 

Wa teſtify unto yen our cheerful readineſs to afford 
you all the-help- and phſiance, we conſtantly can, in 
order to your diſcharging, with fidelity, with honor, 
Lord; expecting, on our part, the like return from you. 
And now, dear Sir, in full confidence that you will 


rich bleſſing to the people of your charge, we heartily 
and moſt devoutly commend you to the Father of mer- 
cies, and to the guidance, protection, and bleſſing of 
Him, who walketh in the midſt of his golden candle. 
ſticks, and holdeth the ſtars in his right hand. May a 
merciful God prolong your life and uſefulneſs, and - 
grant you many ſouls as the ſeals of your miniſtry, and 
mn | 


| Brethren of this Church and Society, 


Six months ago, we mourned with you under the 
holy and . when God was 
| | — 


eminently with — 5 
ful and gracious. Our hearts riſe, we truſt, with yours, - 
in gratitude to the Father of lights, who is now ſhining ve 
upon this ſanctuary. We bow the knee to the great 
Head of the church, who hath raiſed up, and furniſhed ! 
volt with another Paſtor, who, we wiſh and prag, 
may prove a rich'blefling to you and yours. We pan 
ticipate prith. you in the joy of this day, and falute ou 
much in the Lord. We intreat you to honor this 
your Paſtor, adn amis. Apfomtr 
| fake, and to be at peace among yourſelves. 
and diligently attend upon his minifiry, and receive with 
. werll; Wii's che reinreyent 
fouls. 

| We teſtify unte you out readineſs, at all-times, as 4 
give you our beſt advice and uffſtance, as cirtumſtances - 
may call for, according to the true intent and import of 
the fellowſhip of the churches, which, by us, is now * 
tendered to you. We wiſh you may long rejoice in 
the light of him, whom you have choſen to take the 
overſight of you in the Lord ; that you-may be ſavingly 
edified by his miniſtry, and may be each other's crown 
of joy and voi Ws Pockets WP our HEINE 
* Chriſt at his coming. 

And now, ariſe, O Lord, into thy rr; then and the 
ark of thy rengib. Let thy priefis be clothed with 
righteouſneſs ; and let thy ſaints ſhout for joy. And may 
this whole aſſembly ſay, A 12 DF 67 
- AMEN. "Ws 5 
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